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Commenter: Nancy E. Murillo - Shoshone-Bannock Tribe Member, Idaho

Response to Comment:

A. The Navy is currently involved in negotiating an agreement with the tribes covering the
transportation of naval spent nuclear fuel across the Fort Hall Reservation, including the current
shipments that come from the shipyards and prototype sites.  The Navy has also participated in
other meetings and briefings for all members of the Tribes or the Tribal Business Council
related to naval spent nuclear fuel.  Concerns expressed and issues identified during those
meetings assisted the Navy in formulating the Draft EIS.

B. The Navy has taken steps, including the process of selecting an appropriate container system
as described in this EIS, to ensure that naval spent nuclear fuel is among the early shipments
of spent fuel to the first repository or interim storage facility.  In addition to evaluating container
systems, this EIS covers modifications to facilities to support loading naval spent nuclear fuel
into containers suitable for dry storage and the location and construction of dry storage facilities
at Idaho National Engineering Laboratory.

C. In Chapter 3, Section 3.8, Comparison of Alternatives, the EIS states that the impacts for most
categories are small or nonexistent for all alternatives.  Since 1957, the Navy has safely
shipped over 660 containers of spent nuclear fuel from the shipyards and prototype sites to the
Naval Reactors Facility.  All of the shipments were made safely by rail and without release of
radioactivity.  Since any container alternative selected for dry storage and transportation (either
by rail, heavy-haul truck, or a combination of both) must meet the requirements of 10 CFR Part
71, Packaging and Transportation of Radioactive Material, and 10 CFR Part 72, Licensing
Requirements for the Independent Storage of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Waste, other
containers can also be used safely and reliably.

D.&E. The Navy is currently involved in negotiating an agreement with the tribes covering
transportation of naval spent fuel across the Fort Hall Reservation, including the current
shipments that come from the shipyards and prototype sites.  Five federal laws prompt
consultation between federal agencies and Indian tribes:  The National Environmental Policy
Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, the
Archeological Resources Protection Act, and the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).  In accordance with these directives and in consideration of its
Native American Policy, Department of Energy is developing procedures at the Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory for consultation and coordination with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of
the Fort Hall Reservation.  Department of Energy has committed to additional interaction and
exchange of information with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, and has outlined this relationship
in a formal Working Agreement with these tribes. In addition, the Cultural Resources
Management Plan for the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory and curation agreement for
permanent storage of archeological materials is expected to be completed shortly. The Cultural
Resources Management Plan will define procedures for involving the tribes during the planning
stages of project development and the curation agreement will provide for the repatriation of
burial goods in accordance with NAGPRA.


